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In 1961 the German Oriental Society (Deutsche Morgen-
ldndische Gesellschaft), an academic association founded
in 1845 to promote the study of the languages and cultures
of the 'Orient’, established the OIB as a base for German
oriental studies abroad. The institute gained legal recognition
from the Lebanese government in 1963 and moved to its
present premises in the former Villa Maud Farajallah, in the
Zokak al-Blat quarter, near downtown Beirut. The OIB

was designed to foster German research links throughout
the region and it came to benefit from the advantages

of Lebanon's unique position as an intellectual centre and
barometer of the contemporary Arab world.

As the only German research centre devoted to Arabic and
Islamic studies based in the Middle East, the OIB has helped
to train generations of German scholars who specialised in
the region. Even during the most turbulent periods of Lebanese
history academic activities at the institute continued, although
in 1987 the German staff had to be evacuated to Istanbul
temporarily. The directorate and some of the research staff
returned to Beirut in 1994, but as a result of the evacuation
the institute developed into a bilocal entity, with branches

in both Istanbul (Oll) and Beirut (OIB). In 2003, the institute
became part of the German government's Max Weber
Foundation, a publicly regulated body funded by the Federal
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). This is an
umbrella organisation for the currently ten German research
centres in the humanities located outside the German
Federal Republic. The Oll became an independent institute
in 2009 and the OIB maintains an office in Cairo since 2010.
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