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PRESS RELEASE

German ambassador awards German Order of Merit to Lebanese
Prof. Dr. Abdel-Raouf Sinno

Today, Wednesday, August 12, 2009, Germany’s ambassador to Lebanon, H.E.
Mrs. Birgitta Siefker-Eberle, awards the German Order of Merit to Lebanese
Professor Dr. Abdel-Raouf Sinno.

Prof. Sinno is honoured for 30 years of research on German interests in the Middle
East since 1841 and the relationship between Germany and Islam in the 19" and"
20t century. He has published in Arabic, English, and German.

Prof. Sinno has helped to deepen the Lebanese-German relationship by explaining
German history to Lebanese readers in numerous articles. He also organized
conferences to discuss the situation in the Middle East with German researchers
and experts, and thus broadened understanding on both sides.

Prof. Sinno has been Professor for contemporary and modern history at the
Lebanese Public University in Beirut since 1983. He was dean of the Faculty of
Education between 2001 and 2004. Prof. Sinno did his Ph.D. at the Free 4
University of Berlin in 1982 with distinction and received a diploma in methods of
university teaching from the University of Kassel the following year. Prof. Sinno
has been granted various scholarships by the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD) and is member of the Alexander-von-Humboldt-Stiftung,
Germany's research foundation. In 2008, Prof. Sinno was elected member of the .
scientific council of the German Orient-Institut thanks to his continued efforts for

Lebanese-German scientific cooperation.
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